
SOCIETAL TRANSFORMATION TOWARDS WATER STEWARDSHIP
• EMPOWERING COMMUNITIES THROUGH CITIZEN SCIENCE

European Week of Regions and Cities 2023



FreshWater Watch

• Created 2012
• > 100 projects (standard methods, quality 

control, impact focus)
• Europe, Africa, South America, North America, 

Asia, Australia

• > 38000 datasets (> 120,000 measurements)
• > 15000 citizen scientists (1000s of communities

• > 40 scientific publications

• www.freshwaterwatch.org



CREATING KNOWLEDGE. INSPIRING ACTION.

Rokel River basin plan (Sierra Leone)
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Evenlode smarter catchment (England)

Knowledge is Power: Driving change through data and participation

Water Quality and advocacy theme

Evenlode Catchment Partnership



Evenlode smarter catchment (England)
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Evenlode smarter catchment (England)
• Spatial analysis (pollution hotspots)
• Temporal analysis (critical conditions, pollution events, ..)
• Impact focus (mitigation validation)



Rokel River (Sierra Leone)  



Rokel River (Sierra Leone)



Rokel River (Sierra Leone)



Rokel River (Sierra Leone)
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Rokel River (Sierra Leone)



Empowering communities through citizen scientist
Where do we go from here?

www.freshwaterwatch.org 
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